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but rather as an insect of unusual interest. The moth is
of large size, averaging 5 to 6in. in the spread of its
wings. The fore-wings are blackish-brown, with tawny
markings, and the hindwings yellow with a narrow black
band in the centre, and a broader one on the margin. On
the thorax are markings resembling a skull, and the body

DEATH'S   HEAD  MOTH  (ACHERONTIA ATROPOS).
One of the Sphinx or Hawk Moths.   Moth and larva half natural size.

is yellow' banded with black with a bluish-black stripe
down the centre. The larvae is large, measuring 5 to 6in.
in length, and the colour of its body is lemon-yellow with
seven oblique violet stripes on each side. The larvae
appear from July to October. The moth is rarely seen.
It is partial to honey, and makes a squeaking noise like a
mouse. The larvae and pupae are occasionally met with
uhen the crop is lifted.
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